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Unit 8: RELIGION AND EQUALITY

Checklist - tick these off if and when we cover them:

OVERALL

This Topic is concerned witleligious esponses to moral issuetated to equality
Different views and teachings aboueprdice and equality iretation to race and gender
Attitudes towards otheraligions

Forgiveness andeconciliation

SPECIFICS

Biblical teaching about equality;

Christian attitudes towards racism;

The ole of women in Christian society;

Christian attitudes towards otheeligions: missionary work, evangelism, ecumenism,
Christian beliefs about the status of non-Christiahgions;

Christian beliefs about fgiveness andeconciliation.
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Unit eight:
religion and equality

BIBLICAL TEACHING ABOUT EQUALLTY

*

Genesigeacheghat all peopleare equally
valuableto Godbecaus¢hey are madeQin
the image of GodO (Gen 1:27)
TheNT makest clearthat the GoodNews
of Christ is meantfor all men,not just the
Israelites for instance:
*  OThenPeter beganto speak:Ol
now realisehow true it is that
God doesnot show favouritism
but accepts men from every
nation whofearhim anddowhat
is right.O (Acts 10: 34)
Christians believeGod lovesall humanity

without any conditions or differences:

womenas much asmen, blackas much as
white, rich, poor clever unintelligent,
attractive or unattractive, crippled or
athletic.
Christians also believe human beings
shouldshowthis samekind of lovefor each
other asthis is what Godwants. Humans
should show concern for each othei®
welfare, whether friend or stranger
Paul stressesthe unity which belief in
Christ brings:

*  OTheeis neither Jewnor Greek,

slave nor free, male nor female,

for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.O (Gal 3:28)

CHRISTIAN ATTLTUDES
TOWARDS RACISM

*

The Early Church and Medieval Church
were over many centuries composedof
white-skinned Véstern races.
Christianity has spread worldwide now,
howeverand there are Christians of many
different colours and nationalities.
Christianity teacheshat all humanbeings
are equallyvaluedby Godandshouldall be
treated as equally important.
Racismcontradictsand offendsthis belief
by insisting that somepeopleare better
than othersbecausef the colour of their
skin or their ethnic origin. Hitler was a
clearexampleof someonevith racistbeliefs
and policies.

Christianity condemnsracist beliefs and
actions,basingthis on Jesugeachingthat
everyonegventhosewho do not shae our
beliefsor race,is lovedby Godand must be

loved by us as much as we love ourselves:

*  OAteacherof the Law cameup
and tried to trap Jesus.
OBachebdhe asked Owhatmust

| doto receivesternallife?Qlesus
answeed him, OWhat do the

Scriptures say? How do you

interpret them?O The man

answeed, OLovethe Lord your

Godwith all your heart,with all

your soul,with all your strength,
and with all your mindO, and

OLoveyour neighbour as you

love yourself.00Yu are right,0
Jesusreplied; Odothis and you

will live.OBut the teacherof the

Law wantedto justify himself,so
he asked Jesus, OWho is my

neighbour?0 (Lk 10: 25-29)

% This leadsJesusto tell the Parableof the

Good Samaritan. Samaritanswere looked
on by Israelitesas inferior and heretical,
but Jesusshowsthat the Samaritan acts
with true humanity/neighbourlinessyhen
apriestanda Levite (a junior priest)leave
a traveller who has beenseveely beaten
and robbed unaided by the wayside.
Unfortunately, not all Christians or
Christian Churches have always been
faithful to this teaching. Some have
discriminated against Jews, calling them
the murderrs of Christ. Some have
consideed black peopleto be inferior, for
instancein South Africa and the Southern
Statesof the USA, where blackshad no
right to vote and were denied accessto
justice in the courts when mistreatedby
white supemacists.

Many Christians have, however followed
Christ® lead and protestedagainst such
discrimination.

In the USA, theblackChristian civil rights
campaigner Dr Martin Luther King,
becameworld-renownedin the 1960s for
leading non-violent  demonstrations
against segegation in schools in the
Southern States.He also denouncedaws
which forcedblackpeopleto give up their
seat in a bus if a white person was
standing.Martin Luther King basedll his
action on faith in God®love and wish for
all humanbeingsto beequalin charity. He
wasawardedheNobelPeacdrizein 1964
for his work but was assassinateth 1968
in Memphis, Bnnessee, aged 39.

In South Africa, the white Anglican
Bishop, Trevor Huddleston,and the black
Anglican Bishop, Desmond Tutu, led a
tirelesscampaignbothin SouthAfrica and
worldwide against apartheid. This was a
repressivelegal systemwhich forcedblack
peopleto live separatelyin poor areas,to



work for starvationwagesn minesandon
farms, and to receiveminimal education
and health car. Black adults neededa
permit to work as servantsin white areas,
and were often separated from their
familiesfor long periodswhenthey did so,
since their families had no such permits.
Blackscould not evensit on the samepark
benchesas whites. Gradually, the system
was brokendown by internal protestand
international pressue, and black majority
rule was established in 1994.

CHRISTIAN VIEWS
OF WONEN'S ROLE IN SOCLETY

* Therre are many views within Christianity

about whether men and women should
have different roles, duties and
responsibilitiespr whethertheseshouldbe
more or less identical.

Some Christians believe that men and
women are meant to be genuinely equal
partners, even though they may have
different skills and abilities.

RC Church teaches that the priest
representsChrist during the Mass and it

would be wrong for a womento try to

claim this role. The RC Church would say
that it doesnot considerwomenin any
way inferior in taking this stance, but

simply that the role of women doesnot

include priesthood.

In someother Churches,howeverwomen
havealwaysbeerallowedto takeleadership
roles. This is also increasingly so in the
Anglican Church where many female
vicars have now beenordained,although
this has caused a sharp difference of
opinion betweenthe RC and Anglican

Churches. The question of female and
homosexual Anglican Bishops being
ordainedis also one which is at present
causing great controversy and division
within the  worldwide  Anglican

Communion itself.

CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES
10 OTHER RELIGIONS

SomeChristians point out that in general *  Christians hold a wide variety of views
men are physically stronger and women about non-Christian eligions.
are designedby God to be child-bearing, *  Some Christians believe that only
and say that God therefoe meantthem to Christianity conveysthe truth about God
do different things with their lives. Men, ancflthat all otherreligionsargfalse.They
they believe are meantto do physicaland believe members of pther faiths should
other paid work, and to providethe family abandontheir wrong ideasand convertto
incomewhile womentake care of children Christianity. They base this view on
andthe home and play a supportiveroleto passagesuch as the following from the
their husbands.SomeChristians say that NT: . R
the Bibleindicatesthat this is the way God *  OJesuansweed: Olam the way
. andthetruth andthelife. No one
wants things to be. comes to the Father except
Other Christians, however believe that through me.O (JIn 14:6)
Godcreatednenandwomento beasequal * SomeChristianstakethesewordsof Christ
as possible, sharing the same job to mean that eternal life with God is
opportunities and using whatevertalents accessiblenly for Christian believersand
they have beengiven, regardlessof their argue that there would be no point in the
gender Theyargueit is old-fashionednd death and resurection of Jesusif there
wrong-headed to expect women to were lots of other ways to reach God
subordinatetheir talents and prospectso through other religions. They insist on
the interestsof the menthey havemarried. thosegroundsthat Christianity is the only
Theybelievechildcae andhouseholdiuties true religion.
should be shaed equally amongmen and * In the past, Christian missionariesusedto

women, and both partners should have
equalexpectation®f beingableto pursuea
carer suited to their abilities.

go to other countries with the aim of
converting the indigenous populations
from their local religions to Christianity.
Today there are still Christianswho go to

THE ¢cHRISTIAN
PRIESTUOOD AND WOMEN

* Many, but nowadaysby no meansall,
Christians believe that only men can
becomeriests,andthat priesthoods not a
suitableor permissibleolefor women.The

developingcountriesto tell the peoplehere
aboutChristianity, aswell asto try to help
them economically/medically ec.
Missionary work is not, however as
popular as in pevious centuries.



*

SomeChristians stressthat Christianity is

an evangelicalreligion, that is one which

must try to spreadits messageChristians
believeit to bethe will of Christ that they

shouldshae His GoodNews of Salvation
with non-believersand try to persuade
them to become Christians too.

Other Christians, however are not

convincedof the needto convertothers,or

that it is right to try to doso.Theybelieve
that anyonewho is trying to follow God

and act morally is doing the right thing,

regardlessof what religion they profess.
Such Christians encouragemembers of

different types of Christian and non-

Christian Churchesto worshipand discuss
togetherto try to understandeachother
more deeply Christians of this type do not

try to convert others to Christianity,

saying that religious belief is often a

product of whee one was born and that

Godwill not rejecta persor€soul simply

because her/her beliefe aon-Christian.

CHRISTIAN BENOMINATIONS
AND cURISTLAN ECUMENISM

*

There havealsoin history, regrettably been
serious divisions between various
Christian denominations, and sorry
episodes of religious persecution. An
example would be the persecution of
Protestants by Mary Tudor, and the
persecutiorof Catholicsloyal under Henry
VIII and Elizabeth I.

Even today the RC and Anglican
Churcheddisageefundamentallyaboutthe
legitimacyof ordainingwomenpriests,and
about the authority of the Popeover the
Apostolic Christian Chuches.

Some Christians still take the view that
only their form of Christian worshipis the
OrightGor OtrueGorm, and that all others
are bogus, illegitimate or hetical.

More progressiveChristians are, however
concerned about such entrenched and
uncompomising views, especiallywhere
they contribute to mutual intolerance
among Christians, as for instance in
Northern Irelandbetweerthe Catholicand
Orange/Loyalist Potestant traditions.
Out of such concerns,some Christians
nowadaysstrive to act togetherthrough
what is calledthe Ecumenical(universal)
Movement.This stresseshe benebtf all
Christian Churchespraying, worshipping
and undertaking charitablework together

and of beingmore mindful of their shaed
beliefs than their doctrinal diffences.

cHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT
FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

* A central teaching of Christ is that of

forgivenessevenof enemiesnd thosewho
hurt you unjustly. Christians are taught
that they must not remembegrudgesand
resentmentdor years,or seekrevengefor
injury, but should aim to imitate the
forgiveness of God.

The Lord®Prayer taught to His Disciples
by Jesus,usesthe words Ofogive us our
trespassesswe forgive thosewhotrespass
against us.0

Someplaceof Christian worshipstressthe
need to spread peace and forgive
wrongdoing and injury. Coventry
Cathedral was destoyed by German
bombingin World War 11, and visitors to
its rebuilt precinctsare now encouragedo
pray and work especiallyfor peaceand
reconciliation.Taize,an ecumenicatentre
in Franceopento all denominationsalso
encouragegeople,many of them young
visitors, to pray together for peace.

In the RC Church, if a person wants
forgivenessfor somethingthey have done
wrong, they may go to the Sacramentof
Reconciliation (called in the past
Confessionyher they confesgheir sin to
God through a priest and receiveGod®
forgiveness through the priest® spoken
prayer of absolution.

Many Christian denominations believe
that Holy Communion/the Mass/Holy
Eucharist/the Lord® Supper is also a
powerful sign of the unity of believers
gatheed round Othetable of the Lord,0
sharinghis Bodyand Blood(in the form of
bread and wine) and becomingone with
Him and eachother Many Communion
services use a form of words which
expresseshis unity, suchas: OThoughwe
are many, we are onebody becauseave all
shae in one kead.O

Despitethe sometimewiolent hatredsand
suspicions between different Christian
denominationsin centuriespast, and the
doctrinal disageementswhich still exist
today many Christians now believethey
should forget their differencesand work
together as much as possible.



